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Boom-year  productions  feature  unsung  heros. 


Most  people  affiliated  with 
Montana’s  film  industry 
know  that  1993  has  been  an 
outstanding  year  for  productions  in 
the  state.  Six  feature  films,  two  major 
television  programs  and  numerous 
other  projects  have  contributed  S20 
million  to  the  state  in  direct  services 
and  salaries.  And  that’s  a conserva- 
tive estimate!  According  to  the 
Montana  Department  of  Labor,  such 
projects  employed  700  Montanans  in 
July  and  August  each. 

Along  with  the  crews  and  support 
personnel,  much  of  the  credit  goes 
to  the  behind-the-scenes  work  of 
people  who  rarely  identify  themselves 
with  film  production.  Support  and 
cooperation  has  come  from  city, 
county,  state  and  federal  agencies, 
Indian  tribes  and  the  private  sector. 

Some  helped  in  granting  or 
obtaining  access  to  shoot  in  certain 
areas.  Many  took  part  in  crowd 
control.  Still  others  responded  to 
the  one-of-a-kind  requests  that  can 
only  be  associated  with  this  indus- 
try. That’s  what  happened  this 
summer  when  the  U.S.  Air  Force 
modified  its  flight  schedule  to  accom- 
modate filming  of  the  romantic 
comedy  “Holy  Matrimony”  in  the 
Great  Falls  area. 

Agencies  contributing  to  this 
year’s  efforts  included  the  U.S. 

Forest  Service,  the  Bureau  of  Land 
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Management,  the  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  the  Bonneville  Power 
Administration  and  Glacier  National 
Park,  to  name  a few.  Among  the 
active  state  agencies  were  the 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks,  the  Montana  Department  of 
Transportation,  the  Department  of 
State  Lands  and  many  local  and  state 
law  enforcement  entities.  While  film 
making  is  not  a traditional  part  of 
their  jobs,  agencies  have  been  giving 
more  and  more  time  to  film  produc- 
tion as  the  industry  has  grown  in 
Montana.  And  the  job  can  be 
complex.  People  in  government 
offices  often  must  balance  policy 
with  the  needs  of  the  general  public 
and  political  groups.  The  unusual 
needs  of  the  Montana  Film  Office 
and  production  companies  can  add 
to  the  challenge. 

In  1993,  the  agencies’  tireless 
work  smoothed  the  way  for  many 


Crews  captured  the  romance  of  the  Old  West  in  this  house 
built  for  the  filming  of  “Lonesome  Dove"  near  Ennis. 

productions.  It  will  reflect  well 
upon  the  state  when  our  locations, 
crews  and  support  services  are 
considered  in  the  future.  All 
Montanans  can  thank  them  for  an 
exceptional  year. 

Getting  the  business 
means  getting  involved. 

Montana’s  beauty  and  diversity 
are  big  draws  to  the  film 
industry.  But  scenic  vistas 
and  unique  settings  are  just  a 
beginning.  Resources  - like 
technical  expertise,  support  services 
and  accommodations  - are  real 
keys  to  attracting  film  productions. 
People  who  provide  these  resources 
can  increase  the  business  they  do 
with  out-of-state  companies  by 
building  upon  the  services  of  the 
Montana  Film  Office. 


The  office  works  to  bring  film  production  to  the  state 
helps  companies  find  locations  and  assists  them  in 
working  with  various  agencies.  Being 
“customer-oriented”  means  responding 
to  the  needs  and  wishes  of  producers, 
directors  and  location  managers.  While 
the  Film  Office  serves  as  an  information 
clearinghouse,  it  is  limited  in  being  able 
to  match  out-of-state  companies  with 
individual  in- 
state workers. 

Ultimately, 
film  companies 
make  their 
own  hiring 
decisions. 

Each 

production 
company  that 
inquires  about 
Montana  is  sent 
a list  of  in-state 
support  services  and  crew  members.  In  return,  any 
facts  that  can  be  provided  about  productions  in  Montana 
are  made  available  through  the  Film  Office  Hotline, 

(406)  444-3960,  updated  every  Monday. 


Once  a company  decides  to  work  here,  however, 
it  may  not  be  ready  to  release  information  or  take 

phone  calls.  While  the  Film  Office 
understands  the  need  for  crews 
and  support  people  to  get  on 
board  early,  we  have  to  honor 
production  company  wishes. 

That  makes  it  even  more  crucial 
for  interested  in-staters  to  take 
initiative  in  getting  the  work. 

Networking  with  others  in 
the  business  is  essential.  It’s 
important  to  get  to  know 
people  who  make  the  hiring  decisions  or  who  can 
give  names  to  those  who  do.  It’s  also  helpful  to 
subscribe  to  industry  publications  such  as  The 
Hollywood  Reporter  ox  Daily  Variety  to  learn 
about  upcoming  productions  and  get  a feel  for 
industry  needs. 

To  help  crews  and  support  people  learn  about 
attracting  work,  and  to  provide  opportunities  for 
film  professionals  to  interact  with  one  another,  the 
Montana  Film  Office  is  co-sponsoring  the  Northern 
Rockies  Cineposium  ‘93,  Dec.  3,  4 and  5 at  West 
Yellowstone,  Montana.  We  hope  to  see  you  there! 


Shadow  Casting  a hit! 

Shadow  Casting,  a documentary  detailing  the  making  of  A River  Runs  Through  It 
has  won  five  awards  and  has  recently  been  accepted  into  the  Northwest  Film  & 
Video  Festival  in  Portland.  It  previously  aired  on  PBS.  Congratulations  to  MSU 
Professor  and  Executive  Producer  Dennis  Aig  and  his  crew.  Tapes  are  available 
from  KUSM  Montana  Public  Television  at  (406)  994-3437  or  (800)  426-8243  for 
$19.95  each  plus  $2.00  shipping  and  handling. 
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Feature  films 

►Beethoven’s  2nd  - A Universal 
Pictures’  release  about  a dog  and 
his  family  - Flathead/Glacier 
Park  area 

•Forrest  Gump  (2nd  Unit)  - 
A Paramount  Pictures’  release 
starring  Tom  Hanks  - Glacier  Park, 
Blackfeet  Reservation 
•F.T.W.  - A modern  western 
featuring  Mickey  Rourke  - 
Bozeman,  Butte,  Deer  Lodge  areas 
•Holy  Matrimony  - A romantic 
comedy  directed  by  Leonard 
Nimoy  - Great  Falls  area 
• Iron  Will  (2nd  Unit)  - A 
Disney  movie  featuring  dog- 
sled  race  sequences  - West 
Yellowstone  area 
•The  River  Wild  - A Universal 
Pictures’  release  starring  Meryl 
Streep  and  David  Strathairn  - 
I West  Glacier,  Kalispell  area, 

Libby  area 


1993  Productions  in  Montana 

(partial  listing) 


Television  miniseries 

•Rernm  to  Lonesome  Dove  - A 
seven-hour  CBS  miniseries  that 
aired  in  November  - Butte  area, 
Virginia/Nevada  City,  Billings  area 


Commercials 

• Best  Western  - Three  Forks, 
Bozeman  area 

• Krisp’s  Potato  Chips  - 
Livingston/Big  Timber  area 
•Unicef  PSA  - Bozeman  area 
•Ford  - East  Glacier  area 
•Wrangler  - Big  Timber 
•Heart  Association  PSA  - Billings 

• BMW  - Blackfeet  Reservation, 
East  Glacier 

•AT&T  - Blackfeet  Reservation, 
Glacier  Park 

•Toyota  - Yellowtail  Dam 
•Great  Western  Bank  - Whitehall, 
Bozeman  area 

• Buttrey  Pood  and  Drug  - Billings 
•Alamo  Rental  Cars  - Glacier  Park 


Documentaries 

•Nobody’s  Girls  - Virginia/Nevada 
City,  Butte 

•The  West  - statewide 
• Blue  Mountain  Clinic  Eire  - Missoula 


• 500  Nations  - statewide 
•Mystery  Writers  (French  TV)  - 
Missoula 


Still  shoots 

•New  Woman  magazine  - Missoula 

• GMC  Snowplow  - Beartooth  Pass 

• Marlboro  Classic  Clothing  - 
Virginia/Nevada  City 
•Agricultural  Research  magazine  - 
Miles  City  area 

• Hewlett  Packard  - Hardin,  Billings 
•U.S.  Post  Office  - Glacier  Park 
•Toyota  - Yellowtail  Dam 

•The  Limited  Catalog  - Hamilton 


Television 

• Montana  Crossroads  (ABC  After 
School  Special)  - Paradise  Valley/ 
Livingston  area 
•Angel  Falls  - Livingston  area 
•The  Real  West  - Hardin 
•Day  in  the  Life  of  Country 
Music  - Bozeman 
•Explorer  - bear  habitation  areas 
•Trailside  TV  - Glacier  Park  area 
•Nick  News  - West  Yellowstone 
•Celebration  of  the  Child  - 
Choteau  area 

•Unsolved  Mysteries  - Bozeman 
•In  A Minute  - Butte,  Big  Sky 
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Producers.  Who  gets  the  work. 

by  Jane  Lieberman 

This  is  the  first  in  a series  of  articles  reprinted  with  permission  from  The  Hollywood  Reporter  1993  Craft  Series  on  “Who 
Gets  the  Work.  ” It’s  a reminder  that  the  best  producers  strike  a delicate  balance  between  creative  and  fiscal  concerns. 


It  may  sound  like  a bundle  of 
impossible  contradictions,  but 
— according  to  many  of  the  top 
professionals  who  do  the  hiring,  the 
best  producers  combine  the  ruthless- 
ness of  a numbers  cruncher  and  the 
sensitivity  of  a poet,  the  toughness 
of  a teamster  boss  and  the  people 
skills  of  a career  diplomat,  the  crea- 
tive insights  of  a novelist  and  the 
bubbly  enthusiasm  of  a cheerleader. 

“Very  often  line  producers  are 
hired  who  aren’t  creative,”  says  pro- 
ducer-director Irwin  Winkler.  “They 
are  just  there  to  get  the  film  done, 
and  they  could  care  less  about 
whether  they  have  read  the  script, 
which  I think  is  wrong.” 

Producer  David  Permut  isn’t  as 
concerned  about  the  creative  capaci- 
ties of  his  other  producers  but  relies 
heavily  on  his  line  producer,  espe- 
cially because  Permut’s  self-admitted 
strength  lies  in  selecting  material  - 
finding  and  nurturing  an  idea. 

“The  line  producer  is  really  the 
guy  who  pulls  everything  together 
in  terms  of  the  below-the-line  talent, 
the  crew.  All  responsibilities  are  to 
bring  the  film  in  on  budget  and  on 
time,”  Permut  says.  He  also  looks 
for  someone  who  can  “get  the  best 
out  of  people,  who  is  diplomatic  but 
assertive  about  certain  things  and 
who  will  do  what  is  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  film.” 


Director  James  Ivory  is  a bit 
unique  in  that  he  has  only  had  one 
producer:  Ismail  Merchant.  For 
more  than  30  years  they’ve  been 
creating  such  quality  films  as  “A 
Room  With  a View”  and  “Howard's 
End,”  one  of  this  year’s  multiple- 
Oscar  nominees.  “He  gets  the  film 
set  up  as  swiftly  as  possible,”  says 
Ivory.  “He  never  interferes.  I am 
lucky  that  way.  We  discuss  certain 
important  things  in  terms  of  casting, 
although  he  would  usually  defer  to 
me  if  I strongly  wanted  someone. 

In  the  editing  room  he’s  very  good 
in  pointing  out  a missing  idea  or  bit 
that  you  might  want  to  have.” 

It’s  a long  way  from  “Howard’s 
End”  to  “The  A Team,”  and  TV 
producer  Stephen  Cannell  looks  for 
a line  producer  who  knows  the  art 
of  compromise.  “I  don’t  want  an 
autocratic  person  screaming  at  my 
companies.  It’s  someone  saying, 

‘We  can’t  shoot  this,  but...’  It’s 
someone  using  his  brain  to  solve  a 
problem  and  sometimes  having  it 
turn  out  better  than  what  was  on  the 
page  originally,”  Cannell  says.  He 
adds:  “Key  is  finding  a producer 
who  can  keep  the  company  moving 
and  who  knows  how  to  keep 
morale  up  among  crew  and  talent  so 
that  they  don’t  become  time  ’ 
wasters.” 

Director  Charles  Shyer  works 


with  his  spouse,  Nancy  Meyers,  who 
serves  as  producer  on  all  their 
projects,  including  “Irreconcilable 
Differences”  and  the  Steve  Martin  hit 
“Father  of  the  Bride.”  They  also 
write  together,  so  the  level  of  com- 
munication, he  says,  is  unspoken. 

As  such,  their  roles  are  not  always 
as  clearly  defined  as  in  most 
director-producer  relationships. 

“Nancy  will  put  the  movie  before 
the  money,”  says  Shyer.  “You  have 
to  love  movies  because  ultimately, 
as  Billy  Wilder  said,  ‘Nobody  gets 
offers  for  finishing  under  budget 
and  on  schedule.’” 

Director  Alan  Rudolph  has 
worked  with  a handful  of  producers 
over  the  years  on  such  critically 
acclaimed  films  as  “The  Modern” 
and  “Trouble  in  Mind.”  “I’m  not 
going  to  work  with  someone  who 
is  going  to  tell  me  what  to  do 
creatively.  It’s  a complete  relation- 
ship; they  have  to  trust  you,”  says 
Rudolph,  who  has  worked  with  the 
likes  of  directors-turned-producers 
Sydney  Pollack  and  Robert  Altman. 
He  says  he’ll  turn  down  projects 
when  the  producers  are  “too 
powerful.” 

Adds  Rudolph:  “If  they  want 
someone  to  just  execute  their  ideas, 
then  they  can  get  a lot  better 
people.  I don’t  like  too  much 
interference.” 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Montana  State  Library 


https://archive.org/details/reeledition1993mont 


updated  production  guide  in  the  works! 


One  of  the  best  tools  for  film 
production  companies  to 
use  in  finding  crews  and 
support  companies  for  productions 
in  Montana  is  the  Montana 
Production  Guide. 

Since  the  book  is 
being  updated  for 
1994,  now  is  the 
time  to  submit 
information. 

To  be  listed  on 
the  Montana  crew 
list  for  the  first  time 
individuals  should  send 
a resume  to  Maribeth  Goodrich 


at  the  Montana  Film  Office  with 
verifiable  information  about 
credits.  This  is  because  pro- 
duction companies  request  that 
the  crew  member  must  have 

actually  performed 
the  job  duty  for 
which  he  or  she  is 
listed.  Experience 
must  be  verifiable 
through  the  crew 
member’s  name 
appearing  on 
production  crew 
lists,  call  sheets  or  in  the  film 
credits.  Copies  of  verification  for 


each  credit  must  be  sent  to  the 
Montana  Film  Office.  If  you 
have  questions  about  your  listing, 
give  Maribeth  a call. 

To  order  your  copy  of  the 
1993.94  Montana  Production 
Guide,  send  your  name,  company 
name,  address  and  phone  number 
to  Montana  Film  Office,  P.O.  Box 
200533,  Helena,  MT  59620-0533. 
Please  indicate  how  many  guides 
you’d  like,  and  enclose  $18  per 
guide  ordered.  The  production 
crew  list  and  the  support 
services/production  companies 
list  are  available  at  no  charge. 


Individuals  may 
update  their  listings 
twice  a year  and  may 
list  up  to  three  credits. 
There  is  no  fee 
to  be  listed. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The  Northern  Rockies  Cineposium  '93. 

December  3,  4 and  5 
West  Yellowstone,  Montana 
Registration  fee:  $35 

Topics  will  include  the  current  and  future  status 
of  film  production  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Region.  Discussions  will  focus  on  building 
professionalism  and  improving  the  region’s  motion 
picture  infrastructure.  The  goal  is  to  create  and 
solidify  partnerships  between  motion  picture 
professionals,  the  Montana  Film  Office,  Wyoming 
Film  Office,  other  public  agencies  and  officials,  and 
marketing  entities.  For  registration  information, 
contact  the  Montana  Film  Office  at  C406)  444-2654. 


Notice  to  cinematographers. 

This  summer,  Travel  Montana  plans  to  begin 
shooting  a new  35mm  television  commercial 
promoting  Montana  as  a vacation  destination. 
Interested  cinematographers  may  forward  a reel  and 
details  of  their  experience  to  Wendt  Advertising,  c/o 
Pam  Lemelin,  6l5  2nd  Avenue  North,  P.O.  Box  2129, 
Great  Falls,  MT  59403-2129.  We  are  seeking  directors/ 
camerapersons  with  substantial  current  experience 
in  shooting  35mm  television  commercials. 
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Production 
release/air  dates 
for  1993 


The  Ballad  of  Little  Jo  September 

Red  Rock  West  October 

Josh  and  S.A.M November 

Return  to  Lonesome  Dove November 

Montana  Crossroads December 

Beethoven’s  2nd December 


Montana 


The  Reel  Edition  is  published  by  the  Montana  Film  Office, 
Travel  Montana,  Department  of  Commerce,  (406)  444-2654. 

Travel  Director:  Matthew  Cohn 
Film  Office  Manager:  Lonie  Stimac 
Film  Office  Staff:  Bill  Kuney,  Maribeth  Goodrich 
and  Sharon  Cummings 

Any  portion  of  this  newsletter  may  be  reprinted  without  permission,  excluding 
the  Hollywood  Reporter  article,  “Producers.  Who  gets  the  work.”  Credits  and 
a copy  of  the  publication  would  be  appreciated  if  other  articles  are  used. 


Photo  Credits: 

Garry  Wunderwald,  Donnie  Sexton 


Printed  in  Montana  on  recyded  paper. 

©1993  Travel  Montana.  Department  of  Commerce. 


To  Our  Readers:  To  help  us  serve  you,  please  contact  us  if  your  address  has  changed,  if  you  are  receiving 
duplicate  copies,  or  if  you  no  longer  want  to  receive  The  Reel  Edition.  Thank  you. 
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